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BUDDHISM AND OTHER RELIGIONS

The Emperor Wan li (1573-1620) said that Confucianism
and Buddhism are like the wings of a bird. Each requires
the co-operation of the other. Confucius gives us maxims
for the life of a good citizen. He accepts the current ideas
of his age and time and commends the worship of Heaven
and sacrifice to ancestors and spirits, but he had no definite
metaphysics and did not connect the moral law with the
worship of Heaven. The emotional and speculative sides of
religion were neglected by Confucius. It is here that
Buddhism is of value.

Taoism is the other religion of China from which
Confucius took up the ethical elements. It became degraded
somewhat by its acceptance of grotesque legends of mate-
rialistic superstitions such as the belief that physical immor-
tality could be secured by drinking an elixir. To attain con-
sistency of doctrine and discipline, Taoism adopted in later
years much of Buddhist religion, triads of deities, sacred
books and monastic institutions. Sir Charles Eliot observes:
*' As an appeal to the emotional and spiritual sides of humanity,
Taoism was, if superior to Confucianism, inferior to
Buddhism/1

An English Christian missionary who believes that all
the three religions of China 'together, as a spiritual agency,
are of an inferior order enveloped in superstitions and inade-
quate for the development of an enlightened spirituality/ says
that 'Buddhism has been the most effective spiritual factor
in the religions of China/2 Speaking o*f the profound
impression made by Buddhism on the soul of the Chinese
people, a Norwegian Christian missionary writes: 'Deep,
deep have the lines been chiselled in thought, in view-point,
in hope for the future, in resignation, in unutterable pain and

in Tibetan Buddhism. I had the pleasure of meeting a * living Buddha*
from Tibet in Chunkging who said that he was ' spending his time in
praying for world peace'. For political reasons also Tibetan Buddhism is
encouraged in China.
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